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D.ar Mr. Chairman:

The Cable Tel.vi.ion Con.um.r Prot.ction and comp.tition Act of
l"a i. on. or the .o.t import.nt .tatement. at tederal communica­
tion. policy .n.cted by Con9re•• in year.. It. provi.ion••re the
r ••ult ot year. or hearin9. and .xten.ive d.liberation to determine
how be.t to prot.ct con.umer••9ain.t monopoli.tio abu•• , enhance
competition, and promote the development at diver•••ourc•• at
prOCJra..lnq.

a..ad on the Co.-itt••'. record, it was clear that funda.ental
adju.t.ent. to then-exi.tin9 law w.re required in ord.r to provide
con.uaer. with much n••ded prot.ction aq.in.t unr•••onable price
incr..... in cabl••ervice and av.in.t the .ub.tandard, unacceptably
poor ••rvic. to cu.to..r. that occurred too re9ularly throu9hout the
indu.try. It wa. el.o clear ~.t Convre•• bad to act to promote the
availability to con.uaer. ot more choice in their ••lection ot vid.o
pr09r...in9 -- both troa cable op.rator. and th.ir competitor••

The Act r.flect. a car.tully crafted and balanced etfort to
achi.v. ~••• ob~eotive••

Th. Coaai••ion i. now .n9aged in .everal i.portan~ proc••din9.
~o e.~ab11ah r.9Ula~10n. to lmpl...n~ the requir•••nta or ~. Act.
Th. Commi••ion ha. developed a voluminous record ba.ed on the
til1ft9. ot num.rou. coea.ntor., all ur~in~ the Co.-i••ionto take
partioular actlon. in proau19atin9 it. i.pl...n~in9 refUlation.. In
mo.t ca••e, ~he.e reoo...ndation. are .upported with purported
.xplanation. ot Con9r•••ional int.nt.

Th. Commi••10n
parti•• c.retully.
comai••ion look tor

au.t, ot cour.e, consider the comm.nt. of the.e
However, I am extremely concerned that the
it. principal dir.ction and wuidanc. ~o the ~\
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expr••• provi.ion. ot ~he Act it••lf. Th. policy 90al. an4 objec­
tive. that are ••t forth cl.arly within the "tour corner." of the
Act retlect the tru••t expr•••ion of Con9re••1onal 1ntent. Althouqh
Con9re•• anticipat•• that the Commi••1on will exerei.e ita
di.cretion under the Act ba.ed upon it. own experti.e and jUdqment,
the lanquage ot the Act it.elf provide. the mo.t per.uaaive .ourCe
ot vuidanoe by which the Commi••ion muat con.true and i.ple.ent the
new cable policy. It additional 9uidance i. needed, traditional
.ource. ot l.;i.lative hi.tory, includin9 the Statement of Manaq.r.
and the tloor .tate.ent. of key Me.ber. at the Houa. and senate
.upportin9 the leq1.lation, ahould be con.ulted.

I urqe you and your fellow commi••ioner. to retrain tro•
• uocuab!n9 to political pre••ure. -- trom rnx party intere.ted in
the•• prooeed!n;a -- to diverge tro. the c early artioulated
provi.iona of the .tatute a. you adopt re9ulation. to imple.ent this
new law.

I a.k ~at a copy of ~i. letter be provided to each ot the
co.-i••ioner., and that oopie. be in.erted into the public record ot
all appropriate docket••

JOHN D. DINGELL
CHAIRMAN


